Antimutagenesis and anticancer effects.
Cancer development is a multistage process wherein mutational events play an important role. Various antimutagen components, in particular magnesium and selenium, have been reported to have anticarcinogenic properties. These two oligoelements display different behaviors according to their concentrations. The different effects of magnesium and selenium depend on the different mechanisms of cell absorption. The importance of antimutagenesis studies in cancer prevention is reported and a review of the basic mechanisms operative in antimutagenesis, including some data on known antimutagens, is made.